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DETAILED ACTION 

Pr/orrty 

1 . An application in which the benefits of an earlier application are desired must contain 
a specific reference to the prior application(s) in the first sentence of the specification 
or in an application data sheet (37 CFR 1.78(a)(2) and (a)(5)). The specific 
reference to any prior nonprovisional application must include the relationship (i.e., 
continuation, divisional, or continuation-in-part) between the applications except 
when the reference is to a prior application of a CPA assigned the same application 
number. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 01/3/02 has been 
considered by the examiner and made of record in the application file. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

There are no descriptions of the heading paragraphs in the specification such as 
related applications, background of the invention, summary of the invention, brief 
description of the drawings, description of the preferred embodiments. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-5, 7-9, 11,13-16. 18-26, 28-30, 32. 33. 35-38, 40-47. 49-51, 53 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kulakowski (US 
6,229,621). 

As to claim 1, Kulakowski teaches a method of broadcasting a message having 
a text portion to be communicated to a user, the method comprising broadcasting the 
message in the form of an entitlement management message for reception by the user 
(col.7, lines 13-21). 

As to claim 2, Kulakowski teaches a method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
message includes at least one identifier to define a group of users for whom the 
message is intended (destination criteria, col.7, lines 13-21). 

As to claim 3, Kulakowski teaches a method according to Claim 2, comprising 
selecting said group from the totality of users and including in said message at least one 
identifier to define the selected group (col.7, lines 32-43 and col. 8, lines 1-16). 
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As to claim 4, Kulakowski teaches a method according to Claim 2, wherein 
each identifier is an identifier of a group having a particular characteristic (col. 7, lines 
32-43). 

As to claim 5, Kulakowski teaches a method according to Claim 4, wherein the 
characteristic is selected from at least one of geographic area, customer category, 
subscription to a particular commercial offer, purchase of a particular product, and 
purchase of a particular session (col. 7, lines 32-43). 

As to claim 7, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 1, wherein the 
message includes a type identifier identifying that the message is intended for a group 
of users only (col.7, lines 32-43 and col.7, line 61 -col. 8, line 16). 

As to claim 8, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
message includes a type specifier specifying that the message is of a type, which 
includes a text portion (col.7, lines 32-43 and lines 32-43). 

As to claim 9, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
message includes a priority specifier specifying a priority of the message (col.7, lines 
12-34). 

As to claim 11, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 1, wherein the 
message is encrypted (col. 14, lines 35-47). 

As to claim 13, Kulakowski teaches a method of communicating a message 
having a text portion to a user (col.7, lines 13-21 ), the method comprising receiving at a 
receiver/decoder the message in the form of an entitlement management message, and 
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outputting from the receiver/decoder a signal representative of the text portion for 
communication to the user (col. 9, lines 60-67 and col. 10, lines 37-45). 

As to claim 14, Kulakowski teaches a method according to Claim 13, wherein 
the message includes at least one identifier to define a group of users for whom the 
message is intended (destination criteria, col. 7, lines 13-21). 

As to claim 15, Kulakowski teaches a method according to Claim 14. comprising 
determining whether the user is in the group of users and outputting said signal 
representative of the text portion if the user is in the group of users (col. 7, lines 32-43 
and col. 8, lines 1-16). 

As to claim 16, Kulakowski teaches a method according to Claim 15, wherein 
the determining step comprises comparing said at least one identifier with at least one 
identifier stored at the receiver/decoder (col. 14, lines 28-34). 

As to claim 18, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 13, comprising 
generating a signal for advising the user of receipt of the message by the 
receiver/decoder (col. 7, lines 13-22). 

As to claim 19, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 13, wherein the 
signal representative of the text portion is output in response to a request from the user 
(col.6, lines 6-16 and col. 7, line 61 -col. 8, line 6). 

As to claim 20, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 13, wherein the 
signal representative of the text portion is output automatically by the receiver/decoder 
having a particular characteristic (col.2, lines 34-37). 
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As to claim 21, Kulakowski teaches a method according to Claim 20, wherein 
the signal is output automatically from the receiver/decoder in dependence on the value 
of a priority specifier included in the message which specifies the priority of the 
message (col. 7, line 61 -col. 8, line 16). 

As to claim 22, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 1 

As to claim 23, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 2; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 2. 

As to claim 24, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 3; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 3. 

As to claim 25, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 4; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 4. 

As to claim 26, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 5; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 5. 

As to claim 28, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 7; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 7. 

As to claim 29, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 8; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 8. 

As to claim 30, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 9; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 9. 

As to claim 32, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 1 1 ; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 11. 
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As to claim 33, Kulakowski teaches an apparatus for broadcasting a message, 
said message comprising a text portion to be communicated to a user (col. 7, lines 13- 
21), said apparatus comprising means for generating said message in the form of an 
entitlement management message, and means for broadcasting said entitlement 
management message to a user's receiver/decoder (col. 9, lines 36-43 and lines 60-67). 

As to claim 35, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 13; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 13. 

As to claim 36, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 14; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 14. 

As to claim 37, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 15; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 15. 

As to claim 38, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 16; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 16. 

As to claim 40, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 18; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 18. 

As to claim 41, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 19; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 19. 

As to claim 42, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 20; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 20. 

As to claim 43, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 21 ; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 21 . 
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As to claim 44, Kulakowski teaches an entitlement management message 
comprising a text portion for communication to a user (col. 7, lines 13-21). 

As to claim 45, Kulakowski teaches a message according to Claim 44, including 
at least one identifier to define a group of users for whom the message is intended 
(destination criteria, col. 7, lines 13-21). 

As to claim 46, Kulakowski teaches a message according to Claim 45, wherein 
each identifier is an identifier of a group having a particular characteristic (col. 7, lines 
32-43). 

As to claim 47, Kulakowski teaches a message according to Claim 46, wherein 
the characteristic is selected from at least one of geographic area, customer category, 
subscription to a particular commercial offer, purchase of a particular product, and 
purchase of a particular session (coL7, lines 32-43). 

As to claim 49, Kulakowski teaches a message according to claim 44, including 
a type identifier identifying that the message is intended for a group of users only (col. 7, 
lines 32-43 and col.8, lines 1-16). 

As to claim 50, Kulakowski teaches a message according to claim 44, including 
a type specifier specifying that the message is of a type, which includes a text portion 
(col.7, lines 32-43 and col.8, lines 1-16). 

As to claim 51, Kulakowski teaches a message according to claim 44, including 
a priority specifier for specifying a priority of the message (col.7, lines 12-34). 
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As to claim 53, Kulakowski teaches a signal comprising an entitlement 
management message, the entitlement management message comprising a text portion 
for communication to a user (col.7, lines 13-31 ). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 6, 17. 27, 39 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kulakowski in view of Legal! (US 6,005,565). 

As to claim 6, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 2, Kulakowski 
fails to teach the message includes at least one operator defining how a plurality of said 
identifiers are to be combined. Legall teaches the message includes at least one 
operator defining how a plurality of said identifiers are to be combined (col. 3, line 64- 
col.4, line 15 and col. 5, lines 1-32). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the teaching of 
Legall into the system of Kulakowski in order to provide a more intelligent query as 
suggested as Legall (col.5, lines 1-32). 

As to claim 17, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 14, the 
receiver/decoder applying said at least one identifier to said plurality of identifiers to 
determine whether the user is in the group of users. Kulakowski fails to teach the 
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message includes at least one operator defining how a plurality of said identifiers are to 
be combined. Legall teaches the message includes at least one operator defining how 
a plurality of said identifiers are to be combined (col. 3, line 64-col.4, line 15 and col. 5, 
lines 1-32). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide the teaching of Legall into the system of 
Kulakowski in order to provide a more intelligent query as suggested as Legall (col.5 ( 
lines 1-32). 

As to claim 27, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 6; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 6. 

As to claim 39, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 17; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 17. 

As to claim 48, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 6; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 6. 

8. Claims 10, 31, 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kulakowski in view of Zabetian (US 2001/0011350 ). 

As to claim 10, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 1 , Kulakowski 
fails to teach the message includes a signature for verifying the contents of the 
message. Zabetian teaches the message includes a signature for verifying the contents 
of the message (paragraph 0047-0052). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the teaching of 
Zabetian into the system of Kulakowski in order to verifying the content of the message 
as suggested as Zabetian suggested (paragraph 0052). 
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As to claim 31, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 10; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 10. 

As to claim 52, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 10; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 10. 

9. Claims 12 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kulakowski in view of Cashman (US 6.449,494). 

As to claim 12, Kulakowski teaches a method according to claim 1, wherein the 
message is repetitively broadcast at different time interval to insure that the messages 
are received (col.11, lines 1-13). Kulakowski fails to teach repetitively broadcast at a 
predetermined cycle rate. Cashman teaches repetitively broadcast at a predetermined 
cycle rate (col. 10, lines 34-50). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the teaching of 
Cashman into the system of Kulakowski in order to insure that the messages are 
received. 

As to claim 34, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 12; therefore, the claim 
is interpreted and rejected as set forth in claim 12. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Montero (US 6,133,912) teaches method of delivering information over a 
communication network. 

B. Candelore (US 6,057,872) teaches digital coupon for pay television. 
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C. Devito et al (US 2002/0080160) teaches method and device for loading a 
user interface. 

D. Marshall et al (US 2003/0133418) teaches wireless system for broadcasting, 
receiving, storing and selectively printing coupon and the like in a retail environment. 

E. Kamalski (US 6,539,212) teaches radio broadcast service, a transmitter and 
receiver for use in such a system, a radio broadcasting method and broadcasting signal, 
in which a data signal accompanying a program signal includes data of a data service 
and information pertaining to the data service. 

F. Gleason (US 5,966,663) teaches data communication protocol for facilitating 
communications between a message entry device and a messaging center. 

G. Kulakowski et al (US 6,226,098) teaches printer appliance for use in a 
wireless system for broadcasting packets of information. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANH C LE whose telephone number is 703-306-0542. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM TROST can be reached on 703-308-5318. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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